4

Study 4. 

Hosea  5. 

Sins of  the  Leadership.

Purpose: 

To consider how ungodly leadership, 

whether secular or religious, 

draws people away from God.

General note. 

Hosea begins chapter 5 with a threefold summons for judg​ment to three groups: 

priests, house of Israel, and house of the king. 

Though the house of Israel probably refers to all the people, 

it is likely that the tribe chieftains of the northern kingdom 

are the target along with the priests and the kings and royal court’ 

(Lloyd I. Ogilvie, The Communicator’s Commentary [Dallas: Word. 1990] , 20:88)

Verse 3 introduces the name  Ephraim,” 

which will be prominent throughout the rest of the book of Hosea. Ephraim, one of the sons of Joseph, is used as another name for the northern 

kingdom of Israel. 

Though the southern kingdom of Judah is mentioned in Hosea’s prophecies, Ephraim (Is​rael) is his main target.

In Hosea 4, God issued strong words of judgment against the idolatry 

of the Israelites in general. 

Then he got more specific about the sins of particular classes of people. 

Read Hosea 5.

1. 
What values had replaced love for the Lord in the hearts of Israel’s leaders?

2.
So far in Hosea we have read some of the sternest words of judg​ment anyone 

could imagine. 

Yet God continued to speak severely through Hosea. 

What do you think God was trying to accomplish with so much repetition?

	Question 2. 

If we discount the idea that God was just spouting off (why would he need to ?), we must conclude that God was going to tremendous lengths to warn the people that idolatry had terrible consequences, in the hope that they would see the truth and renounce their idols. 

As God sent Ho-sea to seek out Gomer and redeem her (chapter 3), God longed to bring his beloved people back to himself.


3.
Verse 1 says that the leaders have been "a snare” and "a net .” 

Con​sider recent news, both national and international. 

How have bad leaders trapped the common people?

	Question 3. 

"The very familiar image of fowlers trapping birds in nets and snares may be the origin of this common metaphor (see Josh 23:13; Ps 69:22; Is 8:14)" (John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews and Mark W. Chavalas, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament [Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity Press, 2000] , p. 755).


4.
Israel made some attempts to seek the Lord (vv. 4-7). 

Why were their attempts not successful?

	Questions 4-5. 

Notice how the “spirit of prostitution” was still in Israel’s heart (v. 4) ; 

they hoped that God could be found within their Baal worship. 

As long as people seek spirituality in a god of their own making, trying to cre​ate a “user-friendly” god who does what they want, the God of the Bible will be repulsive to them.


5.
Today many people show an increased spiritual interest, 

but often their interest is in a non-Christian direction. 

What may keep people who are interested in spirituality 

from connecting with the God of the Bible?

6.
What further warnings did God give to Israel and Judah in verses 8-12 ?

	Question 6. 

“Gibeah and Ramah were both high among the mountains of central Palestine. The sound of alarm from these eminences could he heard in both Judah and Israel. . . . Judah is pictured as awaiting the overthrow of Is​rael, after which she could cross the frontier and appropriate Israelite terri​tory” (Charles F. Pfeiffer, "Hosea,” in Wycliffe Bible Commentary [Nashville: Southwestern, 1962] p. 807).

The moving of boundary stones (v.10) was forbidden by God's law (Deut 10:14). “Since the land had been given to the people by God and apportioned according to a God - given formula, to move boundary stones and thus 

appro​priate territory unlawfully was a crime of theft against God” 

(Walton, Mat​thews and Chavalas, IVP Bibl Background Commentary, p.192).


7.
In the middle of his words of judgment, God said, "I proclaim what is certain” 

(v.9). 

What difference would it make if God’s judgment were not certain?

8.
Where did Israel go to try to find a substitute for God's help (v. 13) ?

	Question 8. 

The reference is probably to King Menahem’s payoff to Pul , king of Assyria 

(2 Kings 15:10-20). The deal worked - temporarily.


9.
Where do many of today’s leaders turn for powerful help as a sub​stitute 

for God?

10. 
Think about a leadership position you hold. 

It may involve a small sphere of influence or may be quite large. 

When have you been tempted to "turn to Assyria" for help 

rather than turning to the Lord?

11. 
What comfort do you take from the concluding words of chapter 5 ?

Thank God for leaders who are faithful to him. 

Pray that the Lord will give you godly leaders in your church, your community and your nation. 

Pray that you will rely on him in any leadership position you hold.

